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ways existing at the end of the eighteenth century
have now7 entirely vanished. A large proportion of
the soil in the surrounding cultivated fields is com-
posed of brick dust, mortar, and broken pottery ;
while carved stones and beautifully finished slabs,
the remains of once noble temples, are often found
beneath the surface. The numerous large tanks
attesting the command of unlimited labour possessed
by ancient rulers, are now choked up with weeds
and jungle," Looking down on this sea of decay is
the beautiful wooded Nilachal hill, crowned with
its group of famous temples, very ancient and much
revered still, the home of the old Tantric form of
the Hindoo religion, for centuries undisturbed and
dominant throughout Assam in olden days. In fact,
from the prodigious ruins of public works through-
out this country and the magnificent raised roads,
which we have seen were constructed in different
reigns, it is probable that this remote part of India
in ancient times enjoyed a superior form of govern-
ment to any it has since experienced, until taken
over by the English. Welsh and his force eventually
reached Bengal territory on the 3rd of July, but
they left behind them in the Ahom mind a realisa-
tion of what discipline and training means to troops,
for Gaurinath had secured the services of two of
Welsh's native officers, who, under heavy bribes,
elected to serve the Ahoms. Taking the pick of all
his best soldiery, Gaurinath dressed and equipped
them with flint-locks ; and with the aid of these
two officers trained them and maintained a standing
army, with which for some time he was able to hold
his own against the Moamaria. But all that Welsh